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Fig. 1. Main webpage of the Texas A&M Organic program, https://agrilifeorganic.org

Currently Texas has 418 certified organic growers across the state. This is a growing program as
88 new growers were certified in 2023. This encompasses ~540,000 acres. Some acres may be
idle due to cover cropping. It is unknown how many acres are currently in the required three-
year transition period to organic production. These growers planning certification must follow
all organic farming and ranching principles though they can’t sell crops, livestock, vegetables,
horticulture plants, etc. as organic until they are certified.
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The Texas A&M Organic program is
coordinated by long-time Agrilife Extension
agent, now Extension Specialist, Mr. Bob
Whitney (M 979.571.2086,
bob.whitney@ag.tamu.edu). Bob and his
staff based at Stephenville travel the state

to offer support to organic growers, answer
guestions, educate the public, assist those
transitioning to organic production, and
schedule numerous events. Those
interested in organic production can sign up
for Bob’s regular newsletter via the website

in Fig. 1.
USDA Organic Program (states cannot have independent programs)

Organic production is governed by USDA under the Agriculture Marketing Service. This federal
program is governed by Title 7 Part 205 - National Organic Program of Federal Regulations.
Organic production is not for even most producers, but those with the patience, the passion, a
willingness to “figure it out” (TAM—AAMM, Nov. 11, 2024), manage the paperwork, and
develop markets have substantial opportunity. Further information for the USDA national
organic program begins with the following:

e https://www.usda.gov/topics/organic

e https://www.ams.usda.gov/about-ams/programs-offices/national-organic-program

Under the training, guidance and certification of the USDA National Organic Program, mostly
private and some public organic certifiers (Texas Dept. of Ag. has only limited activity in this
area) work to make sure growers and handlers of organic products follow the federal rules. The
USDA also has federal inspectors that do compliance inspections for certified organic operations
as well as investigating suspected cases of organic fraud. Anyone who willfully violates organic
rules, fraudulently sells organic products or labels product as organic that is not certified is
liable for fines of up to $22,000 per occurrence and possible jail time. As a consumer program
guaranteed by Federal law USDA takes this program very seriously!

Texas Department of Agriculture has additional resources for would-be and current organic
growers at https://texasagriculture.gov/Regulatory-Programs/Organics However, all organic

rules, approved practices, etc. ultimately rest with USDA.
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The USDA Organic Logo

The official USDA Organic logo on a product

indicates it contains 295% organic ingredients

and is non-GMO:- Consumers thus have
Us DA assurance the organic product is produced
and processed under USDA National Organic
Program rules. Though the federal organic
program was established in the early 1990s

the logo was not adapted until the early
2000s.

From TAM—AAMM one year ago: “Agrilife Extension Entomology Resources—Factsheets,
Guides & Personnel.” Extension Entomology & their resources are essential partners for Texas
agronomic production. (Nov. 20, 2023)
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This weekly agronomic Memo for Texas A&M AgriLife Extension county agents is compiled by Dr. Calvin Trostle,

Professor & Extension Agronomist, Lubbock, (806) 777-0247 (mobile), ctrostle@ag.tamu.edu TAM-AAMM tips will
be collected at http:// (to be determined) Permission is granted to Agrilife Extension personnel to use this

information as you see fit for Extension education purposes (newsletters, web posting, social media, etc.).

“Texas A&M Agrilife Extension provides equal opportunities in its programs and employment to all
persons, regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, disability, age, genetic information,
veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity.”

The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts
of Texas Cooperating
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