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Suggested Seed Testing Labs for Texas Agriculture 
Services at Texas Department of Agriculture are limited.  Here are options for our clientele. 
 
Clientele often ask AgriLife where they can 
get seed tested.  This could include testing 
of germination at standard temperatures 
(specific for individual plant species), cold 
temperature germ, weed seed, etc. 
 

Texas Dept. of Agriculture’s seed test lab in 
Giddings discontinuted many of these public 
services ~12 years ago.  Today most of their 
seed testing is only for regulatory purposes. 
 

Seed Test Lab Options for Texas 
 

The attached files with this update include a 
list of options for testing Texas seed.  This 
includes seeds for crops, forages, perennial 
grasses, flowers, etc.  The criteria I use to 
compile a list of options include: 
 

• Public labs certified by Association 
of Official Seed Analysts (AOSA). 

• Public and private labs with seed 
analysts certified by the Society of 
Commercial Seed Technologists 
(SCST). 

• Public labs in the four adjacent 
states to Texas which offer 
comprehensive seed testing 
services. 

• Seed test labs affiliated with the 
Texas Seed Trade Association. 

 

 
Fig. 1.  Seed germination test at the Texas 
Dept. of Agriculture lab in Giddings, TX (July 
15, 2024).  A fixed number of seeds are 
placed on germination papers then 
incubated at pre-determined temperature 
and moisture conditions.  Official counts for 
germination usually occur at seven days.  
(Jeff Claxton, TX Dept. of Agriculture.) 
 

 



 
Fig. 2.  A germination chamber using controlled conditions to evaluate seed germination and vigor at 
Texas Dept. of Agriculture’s Giddings seed test lab.  Germination flats (Fig. 1) are inserted and checked on 
a schedule for assessment of germination, seed vigor, etc.  (Jeff Claxton, TX Dept. of Agriculture.) 
 

Using the Information from Germination Tests 
 

Seed that is sold commercially in Texas must be inspected and undergo standard testing.  Test 
conditions vary by type of seed.  The information like germination percentage will be reported 
on the seed tag for each bag or bulk seed lot for commercial seed sales.  It will include the 
percent germination and the month of testing.  In most cases producers should look for seed 
tested in the previous six months and for sure no more than one year before purchase and 
planting. 
 

Any grower can test seed themselves.  And that might be satisfactory.  But often it is good idea 
to let the professionals do the testing using standard conditions.  This helps identify if the seed 
is high quality, something you can trust with your hard-earned dollars. 
 

The attached files, “Suggested Seed Testing Laboratory Service Providers for Texas Agriculture,” 
are posted at http://lubbock.tamu.edu and soon at http://publications.tamu.edu  You may wish 
to load this document on your county or district webpage.  I update it every three years. 
 

http://lubbock.tamu.edu/
http://publications.tamu.edu/


**  **  ** 
From TAM—AAMM one year ago:  “Ready Online Access to All Chemical Labels—
www.CDMS.net.”  This widely used website is a helpful tool. (July 17, 2023). 

**  **  ** 
 
 
 
This weekly agronomic Memo for Texas A&M AgriLife Extension county agents is compiled by Dr. Calvin Trostle, 
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be collected at http://_(to_be_determined)  Permission is granted to AgriLife Extension personnel to use this 
information as you see fit for Extension education purposes (newsletters, web posting, social media, etc.). 
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