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Weeds of Opportunity—Filling in Field Blank Spots
Often a farmer’s crop is the best form of weed suppression and control—solid stands matter.

Fig. 1A&B. Pigweed (also known as Palmer ameranth or carelessweed) has filled in small blank spots in
this Castro Co. wheat field. On the left, there was a blank plot with no wheat—solid pigweed. On the
right pigweed filled in the small gaps between plots. There was essentially no pigweed within plots.
(Calvin Trostle.)

Crop Suppression of Weed Potential is an Important Aspect of Comprehensive Weed Control

The above pictures highlight the ripe opportunity pigweed had in this AgriLife wheat variety trial
field to “fill in the gaps” where the soil was blank. This even occurred in small areas that were
two feet or less. Pigweed and other weed species were rare in the standing wheat. This
suppression is excellent weed control. Scattered across the field there were sporadic weeds
which the farmer will eventually need to control if the field is fallowed for the rest of the
summer. About 2% of the pigweed in Fig. 1 was already forming a seed head. A very few plants



were pollinating. They are just a few weeks away from replenishing the seed bank of assured
glyphosate-resistant pigweed.

The Agrilife take-home message here for farmers is the value of uniform, suppressive crop

stands as an important factor in a comprehensive weed control program. This is most

achievable in solid planted crops like wheat and other small grains, perennial grasses,
sorghum/sudan, narrow-row corn and soybeans, fiber/grain industrial hemp, etc.

Even row crops—with spacing up to 40” wide—can still provide suppression of weeds when the
crop has vigorous early growth to provide the most possible competition. For row crops
sometimes this growth can “take over” weed control functions when early pre-plant or post-
emerge herbicides weaken. Taller growth means less light for small germinating weeds which
can lead to spindly growth and little weed competition and low weed seed production. This
vertical growth can also help suppress perennial weeds like lakeweed (wooly leaf bursage) or
silverleaf nightshade.
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From TAM—AAMM one year ago: “More than Colorful Pictures: Using the U.S. Drought
Monitor.” A bird’s eye view of drought conditions in your general area. (July 3, 2023).
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