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C A M E R A  T I M E !  

• In the 4-H photography project you will learn to use cameras, 
lighting, and other photography equipment to get great shots. 
You’ll learn to review and evaluate photos for quality and 
appearance. You will learn about techniques in editing and 
developing photographs for display, competition, or personal 
enjoyment.

• You can attend state-wide photography workshops throughout 
the year. Workshops may cover topics such as photography 
careers or features hands on photography practice while taking 
photos of animals and horsemanship activities.

• You’ll learn how to:

•take photos using a tripod

•utilize different lighting

•take photos of people, locations, and animals

•use shutter speeds

•tell a story with your photos



P H OT O G RA P H Y  O P P O RT U N I T I E S

• 4-H Contests:

• Photography Contests at county, district & state 

• State Photo Judging

• 4-H Holiday Fair

• Educational Presentation

• 4-H Recordbook

• Beyond 4-H Contests:

• Workshops & Fieldtrips

• County Fairs

• Some major shows 

• Some organizations host contests

• See “Other Photography Opportunities”



O T H E R  

P H O T O G R A P H Y  

O P P O RT U N I T I E S !



T E X A S  4 - H  

P H O T O G R A P H Y  

J U D G I N G  C O N T E S T !

S I M I L A R  T O  O T H E R  

J U D G I N G  C O N T E S T S  

S U C H  A S  C O N S U M E R  

D E C I S I O N  M A K I N G  &  

L I V E S T O C K  J U D G I N G !



T E S T  YO U R  J U D G I N G  S K I L L S !



R E S U LT S !



I M P O RTA N T !
RE V I E W  RU L E S  

&  G U I D E L I N E S !

RU L E S  M AY  

D I F F E R  F RO M  

C O U N T Y,  

D I S T R I C T,  

S T A T E ,  &  O T H E R  

O P P O RT U N I T I E S !



L E O N  C O U N T Y  4 - H  A G E  D I V I S I O N S

• Clover Kids (Kindergarten to 2nd Graders)

• Juniors (3rd to 5th Graders)

• Intermediates (6th to 8th Graders)

• Seniors (9th to 12th Graders)



4 - H  P H OT O G RA P H Y  D E A D L I N E S

▪ Leon County 4-H Contest:

▪ Entry Deadline- beginning of March

▪ Contest- Mid March

▪ District 8 4-H Contest: (Must Qualify at the Leon County 4-H Contest)

▪ Entry Deadline on 4-H online- March 8-26, 2021

▪ $5/Photo

▪ Photo Results- May, 2021

▪ Texas 4-H Contest: 

▪ Entry Deadline- April/May

▪ Photo Results- June 7-11, 2021



4 - H  P H OT O G RA P H Y  C AT E G O RI E S

• Animals- Domestic

• Animals- Wildlife

• Catch-All

• Details & Macro

• Long Exposure (NEW)

• Elements of Design

• Enhanced

• Food

• Landscape & Nature

• Motion/Action

• People

• Shadow/Silhouette

• Plant/Flora

• Theme- What Does the 

Pandemic Look Like to You? 

(NEW)- Changes Annually!



A N I M A L S - D O M E S T I C

• Photos focusing on the various animals that have been 
tamed and made fit for a human environment. To be 
considered domesticated, the animal must have their 
behavior, life cycle, or physiology systemically altered as a 
result of being under human control for many 
generations.

• Examples:
• Chickens 
• Cows 
• Dogs/Cats 
• Geese/Ducks (domestic use) 
• Hamsters 
• Horses 
• Pigs 
• Sheep/Goats



A N I M A L S - W I L D L I F E

• Category focuses on animals not tamed or 
domesticated and commonly found in the 
wilderness or the bodies of water throughout 
the country and world. Photos can be of 
wildlife in nature, zoos, and/or petting zoos

• Examples:

• Birds 

• Deer 

• Elephants 

• Snakes 

• Whales

• What is NOT Allowed:

• Photos taken through glass. 



C AT C H - A L L

• Photos that do not fit into one of the other 
categories. 

• Examples:

• Polaroid image & emulsion transfers 

• Still-Life (inanimate objects) 

• Flat Lay Photography 

• What is NOT Allowed:

• Not allowed: A duplicate photo also entered in 
another category. 



D E TA I L S  &  M A C RO

• Getting in close is the name of the 
game for this category. We welcome 
pictures of small details that suggest a 
larger story. This is also the place for 
macro photographs (although a macro 
image of a flower might equally go 
into the Flowers category). 

• Examples:

• Clocks 

• Coins 

• Ice crystals

• Insects

• Stamps



L O N G  E X P O S U R E  ( N E W ! )

• Also known as time-exposure or slow-shutter, this 
technique involves using a long-duration shutter 
speed. It can be used to sharply capture stationary 
elements of an image while blurring, smearing, or 
obscuring the moving elements. It is also used in 
low-light conditions. 

• Examples:

• Fireworks 

• Moving Water 

• Light Trails 

• Milky Way 

• Light Painting 

• Night or Low-light conditions 

• Etc…



E L E M E N T S  O F  D E S I G N

• Images use of graphic elements of design. 
Photos that showcase line, shape, pattern, 
form, texture, perspective, etc. Photo can 
consist of any subject matter. 

• Examples:

• Line

• Pattern

• Perspective

• Shape

• What is NOT Allowed:

• Digital creations or graphic designs made in 
commercial programs such as Photoshop, 
InDesign, or Illustrator. 



E N H A N C E D

• A single photo that has been technically 
manipulated to be an abstract, 
panoramic, stitched, or composite image. 
Other variations are allowed as well. 

• Examples:
• Photoshop composites and creations
• Images greatly manipulated with a 

variety of filters.
• Photos with artistic borders
• Photos stitched into a panoramic Line
• Pattern
• Perspective
• Shape



F O O D
• Category is a still life specialization of 

photography, aimed at producing 
attractive photographs of food for use in 
such items of advertisements, 
packaging, menus and/or cookbooks. 

• Examples:

• Cakes/pies

• Easter eggs

• Fruits

• Place Settings

• Ingredients

• Sandwiches

• Thanksgiving dinner

• etc…

• What is NOT Allowed:

• Photos of alcoholic beverages.



L A N D S C A P E  &  N AT U R E  ( N O N - A N I M A L )

• The focus of this category includes landscapes, 
outdoor scenic, nature images, sunsets, urban 
landscapes, seascapes, cityscapes, and farms. Images 
focus on the beauty of the outdoors. 

• Examples:

• Photoshop composites and creations

• Images greatly manipulated with a variety of filters.

• Photos with artistic borders

• Photos stitched into a panoramic Line

• Pattern

• Perspective

• Shape

• What is NOT allowed:

• Photos which primary subject is wildlife or person 



M O T I O N / A C T I O N

• The capture of movement within a 
single photo. 

• Examples:

• Ferris wheel spinning 

• Horse running across field/pasture. 



P E O P L E

• Photos focus from all walks of life, parenting and 
family, children, babies, models/fashion, sports, and 
couples. All individuals in the photos mush have 
provided consent and permission as a subject. If 
requested, a release will be needed from the 
photographer and the subject. 

• Examples:

• Babies 

• Families 

• Kids 

• Models/Fashion



S H A D OW / S I L H O U E T T E
• A silhouette is an outline that appears dark (typically a 

single color) with little or no details/features against a 
brighter background. Recording patterns of light and 
shade for a desired effect or emphasis is the definition of 
a shadow. The silhouette or shadow must be the primary 
subject and focus of the image.

• Examples:

• Shadows/silhouettes of: • 

• People 

• Plants 

• Animals 

• Structures 

• Architectures 

• Natural Structures  

• What is NOT allowed:

• Reflections



P L A N T / F L O R A

• Photos of interesting, unique, and beautiful flowers 
and flora. Photography can occur outdoors or 
indoors. Photo subject should be that of a single 
flower, plant, bush, tree, etc. Large collections of 
plant/flora should be considered for entry into the 
Nature & Landscape category. 

• Examples:

• Rose

• An upward shot of a tree

• A flower bouquet



T H E M E :  “ W H A T  D O E S  T H E  

P A N D E M I C  L O O K  L I K E  T O  Y O U ? ”  

N E W - C H A N G E S  E V E R Y  Y E A R !

• What does the Pandemic look like to 
you? Did you stay at home? Did you sit 
through numerous zoom calls? Did you 
try a new project? What did the 
pandemic look like to you? 

• What is NOT Allowed?

• Photos manipulated by software

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://www.bundabergnow.com/2019/04/13/windows-7-nearing-end-of-life/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


J U D G I N G  C R I T E R I A

Review this to understand the elements for 

judging the photographs!

Can Also Be Found in the Leon County 4-H 

Photography Rules & Guideline!



P H O T O G R A P H Y  

C O N T E S T  

S C O R E  S H E E T



4 - H  P H OT O G RA P H Y  RE S O U RC E S

• https://leon.agrilife.org/4-h/photography/

• https://agrilife.org/d84h/events-and-activities/photography-contest/

• https://texas4-h.tamu.edu/projects/photography-video/

• Texas 4-H Explore Guide – Photography

• Click It! Project Activity Sheets

• http://www.4-hmall.org

• National 4-H Curriculum available for purchase

• Other state 4-H program websites

• Professional Photographers!

• Contact Ms. Cassie or Photography Coach- Cindy Page!

https://leon.agrilife.org/4-h/photography/
https://agrilife.org/d84h/events-and-activities/photography-contest/
https://texas4-h.tamu.edu/projects/photography-video/
http://www.4-hmall.org/




T H A N K S  &  S TA RT  S N A P P I N G  P H O T O S !


